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SUBJECT: SHARIA: THE NORTHERNERS RETURN 

REF: (A) LAGOS 5002, (B) LAGOS 4919, (C) KADUNA 501 

SUMMARY: NORTHERN MCAS HAVE RETURNED TO THE CON- 
STITUENT ASSEMBLY; HOWEVER, THE STALEMATE OVER HSARIA CONT- 
INUES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . NORTHERN MCAS WHO HAD WALKED OUT OP THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (CA) OVER THE SHARIA ISSUED 
HAVE RETURNED. NORTHERNERS PARTICIPATED IN 

CA SESSIONS MONDAY AND TODAY AS THE ASSEMBLY 
CONTINUED ITS CONSIDERATION OP THE PUND AMENT AL 
RIGHTS CHAPTER OP THE DRAPT. ATMOSPHERICS 
AMONG MEMBERS IN THE CORRIDORS ARE APPABLE, IP 
SOMEWHAT STRAINED. 

2. DESPITE THE NORTHERN RETURN, THE SHARIA ISSUE 
REMAINS DEADLOCKED, TRAPPED BETWEEN NORTHERN 
PRESSURE AND SOUTHERN INTRANSIGENCE. OVER THE 
WEEKEND, CHILE ROTIMI WILLIAMS DEVELOPED WHAT HE 
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PELT WAS A COMPROMISE SOLUTION WHICH WOULD ENTAIL 
SETTING UP A SHARIA "DIVISION" OF THE 
PEDERAL COURT OF APPEALS. ON MONDAY, WILLIAMS 
TABLED THE POLLOWING MOTION IN THE CA: 

"THE PRESIDENT OP THE PEDERAL COURT OP APPEAL 
SHALL CONSTITUTE A DIVISION OF TZMAT COURT FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF HEARING APPEALS FROM A SHARIA COURT 
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OF APPEAL OR FROM A CUSTOMARY COURT OF APPEAL AND 
MAY CONSTITUTE SUCH OTHER DIVISIONS OF THE COURT 
AS HE MAY CONSIDER NECESSARY OR EXPEDIENT FOR THE 
DISCHARGE OF ITS FUNCTIONS." 

HOWEVER, THE CHIEF WITHDREW HIS MOTION AFTER 
SOUTHERN MCAS WHO HAD MASSED IN THE LOBBY AND 
ENTERED THE CHAMBER TOGETHER MADE IT CLEAR THEY 
WOULD VOTE IT DOWN. THE SESSION WAS REPORTEDLY 
MARKED BY LOUD PERSONAL INSULTS TO CHIEF WILLIAMS 
FROM MIDDLE BELT LEADER PAUL UNONGO. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THE 
ISSUE WILL BE RESOLVED. SOUTHERN MCAS REMAIN 
INTRANSIGENT AND UNWILLING TO REOPEN THE ISSUE. 
HILARY NJOKU TOLD US TODAY THAT ANY CHANGE OF THE 
SHARIA'S DECISION WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE 
I JNDEMOCR ATTC AT .1 .Y AS A MAJORITY IN THE ASSEMBLY 
HAS ALREADY DECIDED. NJOKU WOULD NOT ”100 PERCENT” 
EXCLUDE SUCH A POSSIBILITY; HOWEVER, HE SAID IT 
WOULD HAVE GRAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
COUNTRY'S FUTURE. NORTHERN MCAS ARE KEEPING THEIR 
OWN COUNSEL ON THE ISSUE. FOR EXAMPLE, NORTHERN 
LEADER ALHAJI SHETTIMA ALI MONGUNO DECLINED TO 
DISCUSS THE PROBLEM WITH US. WE HAVE HEARD, 
HOWEVER, THAT NORTHERNERS ARE LOBBYING HARD ON 
THE ISSUE AT THE SATELLITE VILLAGE. IN THAT 
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REGARD, NJOKU SAID THAT THE SOUTHERNERS ARE 
KEEPING THEIR SUPPORTERSIN TOWN IN CASE THE 
NORTHERNERS ATTEMPT TO REOPEN THE ISSUE ON SHORT 
NOTICE. END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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